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KING COUNTY DEVELOPS ‘MY COMMUTE’
ROAD ALERT MAP VIEWER
By Tamara Davis, Michael Jenkins, & Patrick Jankanish

Not long ago, the public could view information about
closures and other events for roads in unincorporated King
County only as a text-based table on the King County Road
Services Division website (see p. 3). Citizens often had difficulty
understanding the alert descriptions, especially the locations
and extents of the alert events. The most frequent public
request for improvements to the website was to map the alerts.
Road Services determined that to satisfy the public need for
better access to road alert information two applications were
needed: a public-facing, interactive web map for the display of
road alerts, and a map-based editor that would give Road
Services staff the ability to perform data creation and updates,
plus real-time data posting for road alert events from internal
work sites as well as off-site locations. Since the Road Services
Division did not have GIS developer resources of their own at
that time, they turned to the KCGIS Center for help.
Application Development
The new road alert mapping project, which involved a close
project-long collaboration between Road Services and KCGIS
Center staff, dovetailed with the maturation of Esri’s ArcGIS
Server web mapping technology which had recently been
acquired by King County GIS. The road alert internal data editor
and the public-facing map viewer, which was eventually rechristened “My Commute,” would become the first King County
ArcGIS Server applications.
Roads Services staff manage road alert data in an ArcSDE
feature class (a standard type of database-stored map layer).
The data are stored as lines rather than points in order to show
the full spatial extent of affected roadways. It is important that
when a new line is created to represent an alert it snaps to the
corresponding road line segments. To achieve this with the
editor application, we created it using Esri’s “WebADF” API
(application programming interface) in the Windows “.NET”
programming environment because, at that time, of the several
ArcGIS Server APIs that Esri offered, WebADF was the only one
that supported SDE feature editing and snapping.

See: My Commute Map Application, Page 2
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PRESIDENT’S COLUMN
Dear GIS friends and colleagues I want to thank all of you for electing me president. I
appreciate the opportunity to serve as president and I am excited
to work with the talented board members and volunteers that we
have in our organization. We are revitalizing our committees and
each one is off to a great start. It’s not too late to join in. Email
me at president@waurisa.org to be included in board meeting
announcements or to find out when the next committee is
meeting. The more I learn about our group, the more impressed
I am that such a quality group is entirely run by volunteers who
are truly and passionately dedicated to the tasks. We would love
to have you help us. In my statement on the election ballot, I
pledged to encourage more volunteer involvement and I intend to
keep that pledge.
I am riding a wave of excitement after a wonderful and
successful Washington GIS Conference in May and “virtually
attending” the ESRI User Conference via Twitter. I know that
must sound funny, but you really could feel the excitement from
everyone tweeting about their new ideas, visions, and projects
that week of the conference. Hundreds of tweets a day flew by
the week of the conference and the tweets still continue to flow
with the #ESRIUC tag. They have helpful links to summaries,
PowerPoint files, script samples, and GIS ideas. I encourage you
to give it a look.
A highlight of the 2011 Washington GIS Conference was Jack
Dangermond’s keynote which included his vision for the future of
GIS and the GIS community. Jack outlined his future vision of
how GIS will be impacted by the new technology and
collaboration of cloud computing and leveraged on-line services.
He demonstrated how GIS is at the forefront of utilizing incredible
collaboration and communication tools that leverage the future
technology. We GIS professionals, as usual, will have our work
cut out for us keeping up with all the changes and innovation
happening in our field.

See: President’s Column, Page 4
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MY COMMUTE MAP APPLICATION
Continued from page 1

The editor application is used by a limited number of people.
But the map viewer application is what provides access to the
road alerts for the public at large. Like the editor, the viewer is a
.NET application, but for it we used the Esri JavaScript API which
provides high performance and ease of use in web browsers as
well as a robust selection of map control and display widgets and
effects through its included “Dojo” JavaScript library.
Impacts of the implementation
While My Commute made it easier for the public to visualize
road alerts, it presented a new problem. All state- and citymanaged roads, which are outside of King County’s purview,
appeared to be open regardless of their actual condition. For
those who noted the lack of road alert information from other
jurisdictions, a typical plea was, “Something needs to be done to
get ONE source of road closure information for all of King County
in ONE place.”

MY COMMUTE PROJECT SUMMARY
Business Sector
County government; public road system
management, public information
Client
King County Department of Transportation,
Road Services Division
Location
King County, Washington
Date
2008–present
Purpose
• Provide easy-to-use public access to
information about road-use restrictions and
road closures
• Develop a map-based application for
creating and editing this information
Services Required
• GIS programming, including map viewer
application development and website
integration
• Custom cartography
Technologies Employed
• .NET and JavaScript programming
• ArcGIS Server
Key Deliverables
• Data editing application for agency staff
use
• Web-based interactive map viewer
• Custom countywide base maps

Go to My Commute
•

gismaps.kingcounty.gov/rc_viewer

The problem was lack of integration between the agencies
that manage roads. Drivers see one interconnected road
network, while transportation agencies see overlapping but
distinctly separate jurisdictions. So King County Road Services
returned to the KCGIS Center to request an enhancement to
the map viewer—the addition of Washington State Department
of Transportation (WSDOT) data.
WSDOT agreed to let us access their own live-data web
service which provides a list of statewide road alerts. But their
alerts are published in a different format than ours. Theirs are
stored as points not lines, and the locations are defined in
latitude/longitude coordinates whereas King County spatial
data is stored in a State Plane coordinate system.

See: My Commute Map Application, Page 3
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MY COMMUTE MAP APPLICATION
Continued from page 2

In order to add WSDOT road alerts to the map viewer we
created a proxy page in .NET that consumes the WSDOT web
service, filters out the alerts that are not in the King County
extent and vicinity, and then translates the points into the -KCGIS
map projection and coordinate system using the ArcGIS Server
geometry service. The points are then assigned graphic
symbology similar to the King County alerts and added to the map
viewer as a layer that users can turn on and off.

“Something needs to be done to get ONE
source of road closure information for all of
King County in ONE place.”
A well-rounded map viewer
Another major component of the road alert viewer speaks
directly to the My Commute theme: a traffic cameras map layer.
Roads Services maintains a GIS point file of the locations of traffic
cameras that are owned and operated by King County, WSDOT,
and several other agencies. These points also store the Internet
addresses (URLs) for the traffic camera images which are
recorded at regular intervals. We added this point layer to the My
Commute viewer and wrote JavaScript code that opens a pop-up
window when a user clicks on a traffic camera symbol. The popup displays the most recent camera image and it automatically
updates the image if left open.

See: My Commute Map Application, Page 4

The King County My Commute Application Replaces Text Based Tables With A User Friendly Web Mapping Application
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PRESIDENT’S COLUMN
Continued from page 1

I am confident that WAURISA will be able to assist you in
that challenge by providing relevant educational
opportunities, a conference highlighting your regional
colleagues’ work, and a community of professionals with
similar goals and aspirations. We have begun work both on
upcoming fall workshops and next year’s conference. I’m
happy to announce the 2012 Washington GIS
conference will be May 7 – 9 in Tacoma. Please mark
your calendars to save the dates.
A few board members will be able to attend GIS-Pro, the
International URISA conference to be held in Indianapolis,
Indiana this October. Part of the conference includes a
Chapter Roll Call and a leadership meeting, providing two
opportunities for each chapter to bring forth issues for
discussion and needs. If you have any ideas please be sure
to send them to me and I will make sure to get them to the
board members that will be attending. And we want to
wish our own Greg Babinski of King County good luck on his
upcoming term as URISA president that will begin at the
International URISA conference.
I look forward to hearing from you!

-Ann Stark, President.

_______________________________________________________

Sample Flood Incident Image With Text Accessed From
My Commute Map Viewer

Ongoing development
Esri has now incorporated editing and snapping capabilities in
their JavaScript API, and they have announced that the -WebADF
will be retired. We will rewrite the road alert editor for the
JavaScript API.
With the success and visibility of My Commute, many other
cities have expressed an interest in sharing road alert information
which, like the WSDOT data, can be mashed up in a single map
viewer.
To Learn More
Contact KCGIS Center Client Services Manager, Dennis Higgins:
dennis.higgins@kingcounty.gov / 206-263-4523.

About the Authors
Tamara Davis, is the King County DOT GIS Manager
Michael Jenkins is a King County GIS Center Programmer
Patrick Jankanish is the King County GIS Center’s Senior Cartographer
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WATERVILLE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL GIS
PROGRAM UPDATE

HOW YOU CAN INTRODUCE STUDENTS
(AND TEACHERS) TO GIS

The GIS work in Waterville has taken us in many
directions. The 4th grade continues to host the Adopt-a-Farmer
project where local farmers are partnered with students to record
sightings of short horned lizards in farm fields. 4th graders have
collected this data for many years. Three years ago the entire
elementary began a project called ‘Literate About Biodiversity’ in
which all grades collect data on a certain common species group.
We have student Biodiversity Data Managers who keep this data
up to date in excel and on ArcView. The work is tied to the
NatureMapping program (see The Summit, Winter 2007, Issue 10,
p. 2). D. Petersen and Karen Dvornich have written a guide to
taking kids outdoors. Information on this and all the Waterville
projects can be found on the Naturemapping website
http://naturemappingfoundation.org/natmap/projects/waterville/i
ndex.html.
Last year the 3rd and 4th graders were introduced to ArcGIS
Explorer Online and then they used it to map classroom content.
Additionally, Justin Grillo, who teaches 3rd grade, will be teaching
a high school technology class next year offering GIS and other
technologies for students to use in projects for their other classes.
Two high school students, Zak Kruger and Mitch Clements
(presenter at ESRI Users Conference in San Diego 4 years ago)
are working with the school district and Douglas County to update
district maps for attendance and school board position purposes.
Diane Petersen, 4th grade teacher, continues to take groups of
students to various locations to do presentations about the work.
These projects provide many intriguing, exciting and challenging
opportunities for a large number of students at Waterville.
Petersen and Grillo will be attending the GIS Boot Camp for
Washington state schools. OSPI (Washington State Office of the
Superintendant of Public Instruction) has recently partnered with
ESRI to make ArcView software available to all Washington
schools and this is the beginning of the training that will need to
be provided.

As an ArcView user, you may be looking for ways to
volunteer your time and expertise in a school or classroom.
This article is written to suggest some ways that you might
successfully accomplish that.
First, you should be clear about what you want to
accomplish. I hope your goal is to help students and
teachers use maps in a more meaningful and interesting
way. Is promotion of geography your goal? Another goal
might be to share with children and teachers an interesting
way of showing data in a “picture form” which students and
teachers can use to ask and answer questions that involve
several disciplines and interrelated sets of data. Great goal!
Do the students in your area have data collection projects
and need a way of displaying their data? You have the
way!
Second, you need to understand your audience.
Teachers, in general, are overworked and have lots of
district and state demands put on them as far as curriculum
and standards go. They are already wondering how they
will get everything done. So, you want to remember, GO
SLOWLY and START SMALL. I asked teachers in our school
why they did not use GIS and they replied, “Why should I
take the time?”
Now, think about the teachers or schools you know.
Will you work with your child’s teacher? Will you work with
a teacher who is a friend of yours? What is the connection
that you have? Whichever teacher you are thinking about,
get to know them. Volunteer in their room. Meet for a
chat. Find out what they already teach. Find out what their
personal interests are. Think about a small way that
mapping could fit into what they already do.
Examples: if they study spiders, could you come in
during science and help the kids write down where they
found their spiders?

By Diane Petersen

Diane Petersen (dpetersen@waterville.wednet.edu)
4th grade
Waterville Elementary School

By Diane Petersen

See: Introduce Students & Teachers to GIS, Page 6

Editor’s Note:
A contingent of students and
teachers from the Waterville
Elementary School attended the 2011
Washington GIS Conference in
Lynnwood.
Waterville Fourth Grade Teacher
Diane Petersen provided these
updates on the Waterville GIS
program and her ideas on how you
can volunteer in your local school.

Waterville Elementary School Students at the 2011 Washington GIS Conference
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INTRODUCE STUDENTS & TEACHERS TO GIS
Continued from page 5

If they study westward movement, could you help a small
group of students (or your own son or daughter) make a map with
ArcGIS Explorer that would document the settling of the west?
If the class is reading biographies, could you help just one
student put the events of an historical person’s life on a map with
pictures and labels? You get the idea: try to make what they are
already doing richer with the added dimension of mapping. Now,
make an example at home. Next time you talk to the teacher,
show them the example. Maybe you will have your foot in the
door now. However, the research and our experience shows that
you often have to ask many more times than once - Don’t give up.
I have included a few screen shots of work from our 3rd and 4th
grade students who all made ArcGIS Explorer presentations last
year. Their topics were Life Cycle of the Salmon and Lewis and
Clark Exploration.

The dams on the Columbia River are important to the
Salmon Life Cycle. This shows one slide using a different
base map with picture and text added.
Justin Grillo, Waterville, 3rd grade teacher.
See: Introduce Students & Teachers to GIS, Page 7

A beginning presentation for 4th graders using ArcGIS Explorer
Online was to find a map of their town and put 5 pins in their
favorite places in town. Then they added a label and
explanation of why it was a favorite spot. This kind of project
is good for beginners because the content is not a challenge.
It just allows them to learn the GIS program.

Screenshot from 3rd grade project showing Life Cycle of Salmon
using ArcGIS Explorer Online. Students added pictures, text
and lines to the topo base map. Justin Grillo, Waterville.
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INTRODUCE STUDENTS & TEACHERS TO GIS
Continued from page 6

Oh, and to answer the question “Why should I take the time?”
let me share a few ideas and answers:
Ask: “Why do you have kids use PowerPoint? Or make
posters? Or make paper maps? GIS is another, even more
powerful, tool.”
Explain: In a phrase, I tell folks "GIS provides the chance to
contextualize and integrate content from diverse areas, while
building solid 21st century skills that set kids up for college and
career, no matter their field." (Charlie Fitzpatrick)
Inform: For "Why should we do this?", see this page:
http://edcommunity.esri.com/aboutGIS/careers.cfm
You might also want to point folks to the videos on this
YouTube page:
http://esriurl.com/gisinschools1
Go to the heart: “Kids are excited about technology and good
at it! Don’t be afraid.”
Persuade: “Let me work with one student or a small group to
see what we can do.”
A higher level example can be found at
http://naturemappingfoundation.org/natmap/projects/waterville/in
dex.html where you can find the Leapin’Lizards video showing
ArcView being used by 4th graders.
Thanks for wanting to help a teacher or a school. You can see
that it will take a commitment of time and patience, but the results
will be rewarding. If you can find that one teacher or student who
is excited about what you have to offer, pat yourself on the back!
Job well done.
Diane Petersen (dpetersen@waterville.wednet.edu)
4th grade
Waterville Elementary School
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WATERVILLE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL - LEWIS
AND CLARK ARCGIS PROJECT
Login to ArcGIS Explorer Online
Slide 1
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦

Choose a base map that shows the rivers, mountains, etc
Zoom so that you can see the entire US
On that map use a tool to make a colored line to show the
Mississippi River from Canada to the Gulf of Mexico
Add a TITLE: Lewis and Clark Explore the West 1803-1805
Take a picture of this slide

Slide 2
♦
♦
♦

♦
♦
♦
♦
♦

Use the same map with the Mississippi River on it.
Delete the title.
Put a symbol on St. Louis, Missouri
o
Label it St. Louis, Missouri
o
Write: This is the place where Lewis and Clark started
their expedition.
o
Now add sentences that give information about the
people who were on the expedition.
o
Import a picture of the Mississippi River.
Put a symbol on Bismarck, North Dakota.
Label it Fort Mandan
Import a picture of Fort Mandan.
Write: This is where Lewis and Clark spent their first winter.
Take a picture of the slide.

Slide 3
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦

Outline the Louisiana Purchase
Color it in with a see through color
Label the slide Louisiana Purchase 1803
In a pop up box, write some sentences explaining what you learned
about the Louisiana Purchase.
Take a picture of the slide

Part 4
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦

♦

Use the line tool to show the Missouri River beginning at St. Louis
and continuing to the headwaters in the Rocky Mountains.
Title the slide Missouri River.
Capture the slide
Now put 5 symbols spaced along the river.
Pop up for symbol 1
o
Insert a photo of one animal or plant new to science that
Lewis and Clark discovered.
o
Label the pop-up with the name of the plant or animal.
o
Write a sentence about the plant or animal in the pop-up.
o
Capture the slide.
Repeat for each of the 5 symbols.

Part 5
♦

♦
♦
♦

4th grade students in Waterville Elementary plotted the travels of Lewis
and Clark and included pictures and text about the new animals and
plants they found.

Put a pin in the Rocky Mountains somewhere between the end of
the Missouri River and the Clearwater River.
o
Title the slide Camp Fortunate.
o
Capture the slide
Use the line tool to show the Clearwater River to the Snake River
and to the Columbia River.
Put a pin on each river and label the rivers.
o
Title it Headed for the Pacific Ocean.
o
Capture the slide.
Put a pin at Fort Clatsop. Label it and insert a picture.
o
Title the slide The Second Winter
o
Write these sentences: After a long winter, they left Ft.
Clatsop on March 23, 1806 and headed back to St.
Louis. They arrived back in St. Louis on August 12,
1806.
o
Capture the slide.

WATCH YOUR FANTASTIC SLIDE SHOW.
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Editor’s Note: The Board of Directors of URISA – The Association for GIS Professionals, reinforced support for the State of
Washington’s new GIS Strategic Plan and Business Plan by sending the letter shown above to Gov. Gregoire.
URISA and the Washington and Oregon chapters of URISA urge you to contact the Governor and your state legislators and
let them know your opinion about implementing these critical GIS plans.
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BILL HUXHOLD AND BARRY WELLAR TO BE
INDUCTED INTO URISA'S GIS HALL OF
FAME
August 31, 2011 (Des Plaines, IL)
The Urban and Regional Information Systems
Association (URISA) established the GIS Hall of Fame in 2005 to
recognize and honor the most esteemed leaders of the geospatial
community. To be considered for the GIS Hall of Fame, an
individual’s or an organization’s record of contribution to the
advancement of the industry demonstrates creative thinking and
actions, vision and innovation, inspiring leadership, perseverance,
and community mindedness. In addition, nominees must serve as
a role model for those who follow. URISA Hall of Fame Laureates
are individuals or organizations whose pioneering work has
moved the geospatial industry in a better, stronger direction. The
first class of inductees included Edgar Horwood, Ian McHarg,
Roger Tomlinson, Jack Dangermond, Nancy Tosta, and the
Harvard Lab. Gary Hunter was inducted into the Hall of Fame in
2006 and both Don Cooke and Michael Goodchild joined him the
following year, in 2007. Will Craig and Carl Reed were honored in
2009 and C. Dana Tomlin followed last year.
William Huxhold and Barry Wellar will join this esteemed
group during URISA’s 49th Annual Conference in Indianapolis in
November.

Bill Huxhold (Hux) is a triple threat in GIS. He has been an
innovative leader in government, academia, and the GIS
profession. Few others have shown this versatility and certainly
not at his high level of achievement.
He led the City of Milwaukee’s effort to establish one of the
nation’s first GIS as Project Director of the City’s Policy
Development Information System (1975-87). His genius was
writing specifications that required an interface between the
City’s operational databases with computer-aided mapping
software to create a GIS. Other cities had computer-aided
mapping, but no direct connection to their operational data. He
believed in a pyramid of good decisions based on data from the
operations of local government. He argued that good
management decisions are based on a synthesis of operational
data and good policy decisions are based on a synthesis of
management data; GIS is critical at each level in the threelayered pyramid. Milwaukee received an Exemplary Systems in
Government (ESIG) award for Huxhold’s Municipal Automated
Geographic Information System in 1981, the first year that award
was given. His early work was copied by cities across the nation
and the concepts continue to be respected and copied.

Huxhold’s contributions to the GIS profession have been
outstanding, too. He has served as president of two
professional organizations: URISA (Urban and Regional
Information Systems Association, 1984-85) and UCGIS
(University Consortium for Geographic Information Science,
2000). He developed model job classifications that informed
URISA’s 1st Salary Survey and helped give coherence to the
field. Most notably, he led the effort to certify GIS
professionals, now institutionalized as the GIS Certification
Institute, now certifying nearly 5,000 GIS Professionals across
50 states and 25 countries. He argued that this was the
missing piece in making GIS a recognized profession; we had
the specialized training, common language, and even culture
and lore, but lacked licensing or certification. The GIS
Certification Institute is supported by the Association of
American Geographers (AAG), the National States Geographic
Information Council (NSGIC), the University Consortium of
Geographic Information Science (UCGIS), the Urban and
Regional Information Systems Association (URISA), and the
Geospatial Information & Technology Association (GITA).

Few individuals are more deserving of this honor than Dr.
Barry Wellar. His nearly 50 years of active and sustained work
in the geographic information system (GIS) and related fields
are filled with accomplishments and contributions to the
industry and the community of GIS technology users. His roles
as a researcher, teacher, GIS practitioner and manager, and
consultant have focused on practical applications of GIS and
other information technologies to problems and challenges
faced by public agencies and private sector companies. His
areas of expertise span a wide range of technical,
organizational, methodological, and discipline-specific areas for
applying GIS and IT. He is an expert in many GIS application
areas with a particular focus on urban planning, transportation,
sustainable land development, and public sector policy, with
more than 350 documents and presentations on GIS and IT
among his published works. And, as demonstrated at the 2009
and 2010 URISA conferences, his applied research on GIS and
Interdependent infrastructures, and GIS and standard of care
practices, shows that he continues to play a leading role as an
important innovator in the GIS field.

See: URISA GIS Hall of Fame, Page 11
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GISCI BOARD OF DIRECTORS ANNOUNCES
RESOLUTION TO UPDATE THE GISP
CERTIFICATION PROCESS
At its face to face Board of Directors meeting on May 23,
2011, the GISCI Board of Directors continued consideration of
the proposal submitted by the GISCI Core Competency
Workgroup and the public response collected during February
concerning that proposal. In March of 2011, the Board adopted a
resolution recognizing the role that the current portfolio based
process has played in recognizing the professional attainment of
those certified. The Board made the following resolution during
the May meeting:
GISCI is committed to the advancement of the GIS
profession for the benefit of society and individual practitioners.
GISCI's Board of Directors believes that portfolio-based
certification augmented by a competency-based examination
has the potential to further advance the profession in that
direction.
In response to the Core Competency Working Group's
GISP Update proposal, we resolve, therefore, to embark on a
methodical, multi-stage process to carefully explore, develop,
and implement an examination.
GISCI will only add an examination requirement if an
exam can be made accessible and fair to GIS practitioners
regardless of their specializations or backgrounds.
Our next steps will include establishing an Examination
Development Committee as recommended by the Working
Group.
We acknowledge that members of the GIS community
hold differing opinions about an exam and we believe that
this course of action will provide information that will help
address those concerns.
The "GISP Certification Update" proposal is available for
public review at http://www.gisci.org. The public comments
will be available for review through the end of June.
For more information about GISCI and GISP certification, visit
http://www.gisci.org.

TOM NOLAN AWARDED 2011 SUMMIT
AWARD

___________________________________________________________

WAURISA BOARD ELECTION RESULTS
At the 2011 Washington GIS Conference the following individuals
were elected to positions on the WAURISA Board of Directors:
•
President: Ann Stark
•
Vice President: Heather Glock
•
Secretary: Amanda Taub
•
Board Member (2 year term): Neal Berry
•
Board Member (2 year term): Joe Brentin
•
Board Member (2 year term): Dana Trethewy
•
Board Member (1 year term): Donna Wendt
•
Board Member (1 year term): Suzanne Shull
Angela Johnson’s term as Past-President ended, being replaced
by Don Burdick. Other Board terms that ended include:
•
Treasurer: Karl Johansen
•
Vice President: Greg Babinski
•
Board Member: Whitney Bowerman

Ian Von Essen (2010 Summit Award winner) and Jack Dangermond
present 2011 Summit Award to Tom Nolan

The Summit Award began in 2003 to honor the GIS movers
and shakers in Washington State. Criteria for the award focus
on four areas: longevity of experience, quality of experience,
consistency of volunteerism, and degree of mentorship effort.
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URISA GIS HALL OF FAME
Continued from page 9

Dr. Wellar’s professional milestones and accomplishments are
too numerous to mention in full, but a few highlights are identified
below:

•

Bachelor’s degrees (1964, 1965 (Hon.) in Economics,
Commerce, and Geography from Queen’s University

•

Master of Science (1967) and PhD (1969) in Geography from
Northwestern University

•

Academic teaching and research positions at University of
Kansas and University of Ottawa

•

Senior Research Officer, Director, and Senior Policy Advisor,
Ministry of State for Urban Affairs, Government of Canada

•

Numerous special project and consulting assignments to state,
provincial, and federal government agencies in Canada, the
USA, and foreign governments, as well as to international
organizations (e.g., OECD, UNDP, CAP)

•

Qualified as an expert witness for civil actions involving
pedestrians’ safety, and transportation and planning issues

•

Formation and position as Principal of Wellar Consulting, Inc.
(2005), and President, Information Research Board (2010)
His work in the GIS field has been complemented by his active
involvement and leadership in professional associations and the
contribution of enormous amounts of time and energy that has
supported and improved those organizations, supported the work of
its members, and made significant positive impacts on the way in
which GIS and other information technology tools and practices are
applied to important decision-making issues and situations. Some
milestones of his professional association activities and leadership
roles are summarized as follows:

•

Continuous membership in URISA since 1967, including
participation in annual conferences, special programs and
workshops, and numerous committee assignments

•
•
•

URISA Board Member, 1972-76

•
•
•

Full membership in Canadian Institute of Planners (MCIP)

•

Distinguished Geomatics Scientist, Lab for Applied Geomatics
and Geographic Information Systems Science, University of
Ottawa

•

URISA President, 1977-78
Membership, active participation, and leadership roles in the
Association of American Geographers (AAG), Canadian
Association of Geographers (CAG), American Planning
Association (APA), Ontario Professional Planners Institute
(OPPI), Regional Science Association (RSA), and Data for
Development International Association
Distinguished Research Fellow, Transport Action Canada
Policy and Research Advisor,
Neighbourhoods (Ontario)

Federation

of

Urban

Multiple awards from these and other organizations for service
and leadership, including URISA’s Leadership and Service
Award (1979) and Horwood Outstanding Service Award (1985)
Along with Dr. Wellar’s long history of work in the field and his
research and professional accomplishments, his role as a teacher
and advisor to students should be considered a primary reason for
his Hall of Fame induction.

During his academic career of 35 years he has taught
hundreds of undergraduate and graduate students, many of
whom have become very accomplished in their fields and cite
Dr. Wellar’s instruction and support as instrumental in their
education and professional advancement. He has served as a
graduate advisor to many students and in numerous
committee and leadership roles to advance the quality of
academic programs and their value to students.
Mentioning just three activities to outline the scope of his
many accomplishments, he partnered with Bob Aangeenbrug
at Kansas in 1969-1972 to create some of the first-ever GIS
courses, he later joined with Dan Parr in making URISA’s
Introduction to GIS one of the most popular (and most
duplicated) GIS workshops offered by any organization, and
he recently created a GIS Day Poster Competition program
and promotion to recognize faculty and students who make
outstanding contributions to the design of GIS-based posters
as means to communicate research project results.
Those who know or who have worked with Barry are
aware that his style is that of a dedicated scientist: direct,
sometimes challenging, but always respectful of differing
views, and focused on achieving results. His record speaks for
itself in demonstrating how he has used his personal and
professional skills for success in delivering benefits to those
people, groups, and communities for which he has served. His
interests go beyond the professional sphere as exhibited, in
part, by his passion for hockey—not just as a fan but as a
player. His personal and professional ethics are superb. He is a
devoted husband and father and is active in charitable and
community activities that enhance the quality of life for his
fellow citizens.
Barry Wellar’s record in the field of geographic information
systems is one of passion, inspiration, commitment, and
outstanding achievement. Welcome to the GIS Hall of Fame,
Dr. Wellar.
For more information about URISA's GIS Hall of Fame, visit
http://www.urisa.org/hall_of_fame or contact URISA at
847/824-6300.
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NEW PUGET SOUND LIDAR CONSORTIUM
EMAIL LIST
You are invited to join the newly launched Puget Sound
LIDAR Consortium Email List. The purpose of this email list is to
improve general communication from the Consortium and also
amongst participants and anyone interested in LIDAR. We will
be using this list to let you know about the release of new
datasets, changes and additions to the PSLC website and any
other events related to the consortium. We also envision the list
as a channel of communication for LIDAR related issues in
Washington State and the Pacific Northwest. We encourage you
to use this email list to post inquiries regarding data availability
for datasets not covered by the consortium’s acquisitions.
This email list may also serve as a tool to establish better
connections between potential data acquisition partners.
Therefore we encourage you to post your upcoming data
acquisition projects and/or interest in partnering for specific
projects. You may also post data availability of your completed
projects. As a reminder I will mention that the consortium is
able to distribute your data to the public through the PSLC
website. There is no cost associated for this service. Contact
me if you need more information.
This list may also function as a forum for LiDAR data usage
questions. We have been answering such questions in house,
but realize that other users have further knowledge to share with
the rest of us. All of the email posts on this list are archived, so
individuals can, at any time, search and find previous answers to
questions posted.
To join the email list go to the link below and subscribe.
Most of you will subscribe as a “person outside the UW”, so
please enter your email address carefully in order to receive
further information and a password that the system will assign to
you. Once subscribed you will be able to send email messages
to the list as well as receive them in your inbox.
https://mailman2.u.washington.edu/mailman/listinfo/pslc_ma
illist
You can also email me and I can sign you up on my end. If
you need assistance with signing up or have question please
contact me, Diana Martinez at dmartinez@psrc.org or (206) 9713052. Feel free to forward this invite to others.
We hope that this email list will help the LiDAR User
Community stay connected and engaged with the various LIDAR
efforts in our region.
Thank you,
Diana Martinez on behalf of The Puget Sound LiDAR
Consortium
http://pugetsoundlidar.ess.washington.edu/

Diana Martinez
Puget Sound Regional Council
1011 Western Ave, Suite 500
Seattle, WA 98104
206.971.3052
dmartinez@psrc.org
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Have you seen the new URISA Website? See: www.URISA.ORG
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Editor’s Note: This Year the University of Washington Geography Department celebrated its 75th anniversary. On May, 3, 2011 at the
Department’s anniversary celebration, Greg Babinski presented this letter of congratulations to Geography Chair Katharyne Mitchell in
recognition of the connection between URISA and UW Geography.
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WAURISA SPONSORS

WAURISA thanks the following sponsors for their generous support….

WWW.KINGCOUNTY.GOV/GIS

WWW.ESRI.COM
U

H

H

WWW.ELECDATA.COM
U

WWW.GEOLINE.COM

H

U

U

WWW.SKAGITCOUNTY.NET/GIS

H

WWW.PACIFICAD.COM
U
H

WWW.ENERGOV.COM

H

WWW.GEOCORTEX.COM/

WWW.TERRAGIS.NET
WWW.PICTOMETRY.COM
In addition to the paid sponsors listed on this
page, WAURISA acknowledges support from the
following agencies that provide chapter board
members:
HTTP://WWW.EAGLEMAPPING.COM/

• City of Bellingham
• Critigen
• City of Seattle
• ESRI
• Padilla Bay
• Pierce County

HTTP://WWW.AERIALS-GIS.COM/

• Wendt GIS
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THE SUMMIT - EDITORIAL

URISA, CHAPTERS, YOU, AND THE STRENGTH
OF THE GIS COMMUNITY
If you are reading this you are very likely a member of the broad
community of GIS users. But what does that mean, ‘GIS
Community’? Like any community, the term implies a group of
people or organizations that have common interests. We live in local
communities that share common geography. The political entity
where we live is organized to facilitate our safety, freedom,
prosperity, and personal aspirations.
But our careers and businesses progress in an environment
defined by different characteristics. GIS users, professionals,
educators, and businesses represent a community defined by
geographic theory, GIS related technology, and spatial data. Do we
need an organization to facilitate the safety, freedom, prosperity, and
aspirations of the GIS community?
We can of course, go it alone. But most of us know that to be
successful we need support every step of our careers. From study
groups in school to list serves (like the CPS-GUG in the Puget Sound
area) to GIS user groups, we look for advice and recommendations
often.
As our profession matures, challenges and threats to the freedom
and prosperity of the GIS industry are increasing. Just look through
this issue of The Summit. You will see that there are issues related
to organizing and funding GIS within state government, possible
changes to GIS certification, threats to radio spectrum that could
harm GPS, and funding for basic K-12 geographic education. It is
difficult for us as individuals to research each of these issues and
make our individual voices heard.
But like other professions and industries, GIS users and
professionals can band together in an effective community. URISA
and its state chapters (like WAURISA) are ideally positioned to meet
this need. URISA is working to strengthen the link between you – the
individual GIS user – and the actions, programs, and advocacy that it
develops.
Right now URISA is soliciting input from all chapters on the issues
that affect us on the ground in our careers. These will be shared at
the GIS-Pro 2011 Conference in Indianapolis during the URISA
Chapter Roll-Call, where top issues will be defined in a collaborative
process. URISA is already acting on the Advocacy Agenda developed
in 2010. In addition to its own programs, URISA advocates for
members and chapters by participating as a founding member of
COGO and GISCI.
For the GIS community to prosper, a strong effective URISA is
very important. URISA will only be strong with the support and
cooperation of active members and successful chapters. You can
help ensure that URISA and WAURISA are strong and successful by
becoming active in both. Play your part to ensure the health and
prosperity of our community.
The Summit is published by WAURISA. To encourage the discussion of
issues and ideas of importance to the Washington GIS community we
welcome letters to the editor or opinion essays. Letters to the editor should
be a maximum of 100 words and essays should be limited to 500 words.
Chief Editor:
Contributing Editor:
Interview Editor
Olympia Area Editor:
West Sound Area Editor:
Contributing Editors:

Greg Babinski
Effie Moody
Michelle Lortz
Whitney K. Bowerman
Eadie Kaltenbacher
Holly Glaser, Dwight Barry, Collene Gaolach

For subscriptions, content, comments, or suggestions, email:
Summit@WAURISA.org

SUMMER 2011

PUBLIC MAPS IN WASHINGTON
The Northwest Herbal Fair was held in Mount
Vernon August 19-21. This hand drawn map oriented
attendees to the Fair site.

Lisa Castle Photo

Do you know of a public map display in Washington?
Send it to The Summit and we’ll include it in a future
-Editor
issue.
______________________________________

THE SUMMIT – LITERARY CORNER
King Lear

“Give me the map there.
Know that we have divided
In three our kingdom: and 'tis our fast intent
To shake all cares and business from our age;
Conferring them on younger strengths, while we
Unburthen'd crawl toward death.”

-

- William Shakespeare
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GIS USER GROUPS IN WASHINGTON
ACSM – Washington State Section
http://www.wss-acsm.org/
ASPRS Puget Sound Region
http://www.photogrammetry.com/ASPRS-PSR/
Cascadia Users of Geospatial Open Source
http://groups.google.com/group/cugos/
Contact Karsten Venneman at: karsten@terragis.net
C
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WAURISA BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President:
Ann Stark AStark@cob.org
Vice President
Heather Glock: hglock@esri.com
Secretary
Amanda Taub ataub_gis@yahoo.com
Treasurer
Tonya Elliott: Tonya_Elliott@hotmail.com
Past President
Don Burdick: dburdick@cob.org
Board Members At-Large:
Neil Berry: Neil.berry@seattle.gov
Cort Daniel: cort.daniel@co.pierce.wa.us
Donna Wendt: d_l_r_wendt@hotmail.com
Joe Brentin: joe.brentin@critigen.com
Suzanne Shull: sshull@padillabay.gov
Dana Trethewy: Dana.Trethewy@seattle.gov
WAURISA COMMITTEE VOLUNTEERS
Greg Babinski: greg.babinski@kingcounty.gov
Marty Balikov: mbalikov@esri.comU
Whitney Bowerman: whitneykate@gmail.com
Randy Bracket randyb@co.island.wa.us
Daryn Brown: Daryn.Brown@ci.bothell.wa.us
Dave Brown: daveb@ehsintl.com
Chuck Buzzard: cbuzzar@co.pierce.wa.us
Jaime Crawford: Jaime.crawford@ch2m.com
Jennifer Cutler cutler.jennifer@nisqually-nsn.gov
Starla DeLory: starla@deloreyworks.comU
Mike Dana: mike@mdrmanage.com
Melissa Faga: mfaga@redmond.gov
Bryan Fiedor bfiedor@jsanet.com
Byron Gessel: Byron_Gessel@RL.gov
Holly Glaser: h.glaser@comcast.net
Tami Griffin: griffit@wsdot.wa.gov
Tony Hartrich: thartrich@quinault.org
Eadie Kaltenbacher: ekaltenb@co.kitsap.wa.us
Tom Kimpel tom.kimpel@ofm.wa.gov
Jitka Kotelenska: Jitka.Kotelenska@CH2M.com
Rick Lortz: rlortz@lakehaven.org
Michelle Lortz: michelle@lortzco.com
Reily Love: Reily@LoveGIS.com
Effie Moody: effie.moody@seattle.gov
Jill Oliver: joliver@perteet.com
Chris Owen: cowen@ci.walla-walla.wa.us
Steve Schunzel: sschunzel@desmoineswa.gov
Heather Spates: skits1995@gmail.com
Lurleen Smith: lurleen@penlight.org
Matt Stull: matts@co.mason.wa.us
Cathy Walker c.walker@emd.wa.gov
Bob Wendt: rwendt@cityoftacoma.org
Walker Willingham Walker.willingham@gmail.com
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Central Puget Sound GIS User Group
http://waurisa.org/phpBB2/viewforum.php?f=24
Contact Nora Gierloff at: ngierloff@ci.tukwila.wa.us
U

Central Washington GIS User Group
Meets the 2nd Wednesday of each month.
For information contact Amanda Taub at:
ataub_gis@yahoo.com
King County GIS User Group
http://www.kingcounty.gov/operations/GIS/UserGroups.aspx
Meets 1st Wednesday every other month at 11:00am at the
KCGIS Center, 201 S. Jackson Street, Seattle WA, Conf Room
7044/7045.
Northwest Washington GIS User Group
http://www.acadweb.wwu.edu/gis/nwgis_mtgs.htm
Southeast Washington/Northwest Oregon GIS User
Group For more information, contact Chris Owen:
cowen@ci.walla-walla.wa.us
Washington Geographic Information Council (WAGIC)
http://wagic.wa.gov/
Join Listserve at: http://listserv.wa.gov/archives/wagic.html
Washington Hazus Users Group
http://www.usehazus.com/wahug
Contact Cathy Walker at: c.walker@mil.wa.gov
To have your GIS related group or event listed in future issues
of The Summit, notify the editor at:
SummitGISNews@URISA.org.
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To be added to The Summit mailing list, contact:
Summit@WAURISA.org
U

Back issues of The Summit are available at:
http://waurisa.org/thesummit/
U

Interested in volunteering your time to help WAURISA?
Contact Don Burdick or any Board member listed to the right.

WAURISA

1402 AUBURN WAY NORTH
PBN 158
AUBURN WA 98002
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